PUZZOLAKA-----PYLOS.

(4805 feet) which overlooks it. The highest
point in the department, Puy-de-Sancy, 6188
feet, is the most elevated peak of Central
France. The department, with its numerous
extinct volcanoes and volcanic formations,
is geologically very interesting, the volcanic
formations giving the scenery a very distinc-
tive character. Of a total area of 1,964,685
acres, much the largest proportion is good
arable and pasture land, the fertile plains
of Limagne, more than 70 miles in length,
consisting of alluvial deposits of volcanic
origin, making it one of the richest regions
of France. There are coal and other mines
in the department, which also contains a
number of springs, some of which have been
resorted to by health-seekers since the days
of the Romans. The industries of the de-
partment include paper-making, sugar pro-
duction, and the manufacture of various
textile fabrics. Pop. 570,964.

Puzzola'na.   See Pozzolana and Cements.

Pwllheli (pul-hale), a parliamentary and
municipal borough and seaport of Wales, in
Carnarvonshire, on Cardigan Bay, 21 miles
s.w. of Carnarvon. It is an old town, is
surrounded by splendid scenery, is much
visited by tourists, and is a favourite water-
ing-place. It belongs to the Carnarvon dis-
trict of parliamentary boroughs. Pop. S242.

Pyaemia (pi-e'mi-a), blood-poisoning, a
dangerous disease resulting from the intro-
duction of decaying animal matter, pus, or
other morbid product into the system. Such
matter may be introduced through an ulcer,
wound, an imperfectly closed vein, or a mu-
cous membrane, as that of the nose. This
disease was common after severe operations

loaded with purulent or contaminated mat-
ter. It has been much checked of late years
by the improved ventilation of hospitals,
and by the application of antiseptics in the
performance of surgical operations and the
dressing of wounds.
Pycnog'oaum, a genus of Arachnida, the

fishes and other marine animals, but the
common British species, P. littorale, is free
when adult, and does not appear to be para-
sitic during any period of its existence. P.
Ealcenarum attaches itself parasitically to
the whale.

Pye, HENBT JAMES, poet laureate, was
born in 1745, of an old Berkshire family.
In 1784 he entered parliament as M.P. for
Bucks. Having in 1775 published a trans-
lation of six odes of Pindar, in 1778 one of

Frederick the Great's Art of War, and in
1786 another of the Poetics of Aristotle,
with a commentary, he was, in 1790, ap-
pointed poet laureate. In 1792 he was
appointed a Westminster police magistrate.
In 1801 appeared his Alfred, an epic. He
died in 1813.
Pye, JOHN, English engraver, born 1782,
died 1874. Early in the century he gained
a high reputation for his engravings of
Turner's landscapes, a number of which he
executed, beginning with Pope's Villa in
1811. He also engraved works by Claude,
Michael Angelo, Gaspar Poussin, Landseer,
&c. He passed much of his life in Paris,
and was elected a corresponding member of
the French Institute.
Pygma'lion, in Greek mythology, a king
of Cyprus, who, having made an ivory image
of a maiden, fell in love with his own work,
and entreated Venus to endow it with life.
His prayer was granted, and the maiden
became his wife.
Pygmy, one of a race of dwarfs, first
mentioned by Homer as dwelling on the
shores of Ocean, and having to sustain a
war against the cranes every spring. Later
writers place them mainly in Africa, Aris-
totle at the sources of the Nile, and in fact
there are dwarfish races in the interior of
Africa. See Akkas.
Py'lades (-dez), in Greek mythology, son
of Strophius, king of Phocis, and Anaxibia,
the sister of Agamemnon, after whose mur-
der by Clytemnestra, their son Orestes, be-
ing carried secretly to the court of Strophius,
formed the friendship with Pylades which
has become proverbial. He assisted Orestes
in murdering Clytemnestra, and eventually
married his sister Electra.
Pylons, in Egyptian architecture, the
name given to towers or masses of masonry,
somewhat resembling truncated pyramids,
placed one on each side at the entrance of
temples, and having a very imposing ap-
pearance. Behind them in the larger tem-
ples there was often a large open court, and
in front there might be an avenue with
sphinxes on either side. An entrance of
which these pylons form part is sometimes
called a propylon. See Egypt (Architec-
ture).
Pylo'rus, the lower and right orifice of the
stomach through which the food passes on
to the intestine. See Stomach.
Pylos, a town of ancient Greece memor-
able in the Peloponnesian war, and repre-
sented by the modern Navarino.
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